More Delaware students
graduating high school

Graduation rate up, dropout rate down for 2018

Delaware’s public high school graduation rate continues to
increase, once again hitting a record high in 2018. The
state’s dropout rate also declined.

The annual Delaware Department of Education reports show an
overall graduation rate of 86.69 percent in 2018, an increase
from 85.75 percent in 2017. 2019 data will be available next
year. The graduation rates for several student subgroups —
African American, American Indian, Hispanic, Llow-income,
English learners and students with disabilities — also are up
from 2017.

The dropout rate saw a slight decrease — 699 of the 41,593
students enrolled in grades 9-12 dropped out for a rate of
1.68 percent, slightly down from the 2017 rate of 1.71
percent.

“Every day educators across our state are focused on the
children most at risk for dropping out or not graduating on
time. They are diligently working to target interventions and
supports that meet their students’ needs. Delaware’s educators
deserve credit for these improvements,” Secretary of Education
Susan Bunting said. “We know our work is not done, and we will
continue to focus on those students who need more support. We
must ensure that every child completes his or her education.”

Graduation rate

The graduation rate tracks the percentage of 9th students who
graduate with a regular high school diploma within four years.

While the annual dropout rate provides information about one
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particular school year and all students enrolled in high
school in that year, the graduation rate provides information
about a particular group of students followed over the course
of high school. It looks at all students who started high
school at the 9th grade and how many graduated within four
years. For the 2018 data, that means students who started 9th
grade in the 2014/15 school year.

The 2018 rate 1is the highest since the state changed how it
calculates graduation rates in 2010-11.

Out of the 10,287 students in the Class of 2018, 8,918
students graduated with a regular diploma.

Not counted as graduates in the required formula are those
students who earn certificates; 85 students from the Class of
2018 did so. Also not counted as graduates are those students
who remain in school after their fourth year of graduation to
continue their education. For the Class of 2018, 151 students
remained in school.

For that reason, the state also looks at five- and six-year
graduation rates. The graduation rate for the Class of 2016
was 84.66 percent at the end of four years, 85.63 percent at
the end of five years and 85.79 percent at the end of six
years.

Four-year graduation rate trend data, including subgroup and
district/school information, is available in the report.

Four-Year Graduation Rates by Student Group
Class of 2015-2018
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100%%
g:rﬂ)

30%
e
607
0%
400
30
205
10%%
0%

Mative  Smdents

b
(=]

i

o

o

African  American  Asian | English  Hispanic hinlt- Hawailan'  with
SthenI:s American  Indian  American Leamer orLafino Iﬂmme Racial Pacific Dhsabilifie
Izland=r 3

m2015 8430%  8L.11%  63.79%  0371%  63.66% T080%  73.66% TO82%  0300%  6374%  37.04%
m2016 84.66%  81.07% | 92.11%  90.64%:  TL83%  B0.60%  7339% 3288 03000 6381%  37.53%
m2017 35.73% | 8149% | Ti61%  95.60% 6820% | 8130% @ T6.34%  B952% | T6.92% | 67.62% @ 30.06%

2013 26.69%  83.68%  8O09%  9300%  T7344%  B331% 7788 86.72% 73000 6980%:  BBO2%

Dropout rate

The annual dropout rate is calculated from grades 9 to 12, as
prescribed by the National Center for Educational Statistics
(NCES), which provides data to the federal reporting system.
The rate represents the total number of students (grades 9-12)
who dropped out in a single year, divided by the total
enrollment of the same school year. Data also is collected
from private schools and families who homeschool their
children. That information is only used to verify whether
students transferred from public to private and home schools.

The annual report also looks at dropouts by student
demographic. Statewide in the 2017-2018 school year, of the
699 who dropped out, 282 were white/other, 258 were African
American and 159 were Hispanic. Looking at the total student
enrollment by demographics for 2017-18, 2.5 percent of
Hispanic, 2 percent of African American and 1.3 percent of
white/other students dropped out.

The majority of the 699 dropouts were male (432). The largest
number were enrolled in the 10th grade (215). Students cited



academic, personal and economic reasons for why they left
school.

The state report provides analysis based on demographics and
geographic breakdowns, including by county and
districts/charter schools. For 2017-18, New Castle had the
lowest percentage of dropouts (1.5 percent). Kent County’s
rate was 1.6 percent while Sussex’s rate was 2.2 percent. Find
more details in the report.

Delaware Dropout Summary Statistics, 2006-2018

White/ Other African American Hizpanic State

The reports will be presented to the State Board of Education
on Thursday. Find the presentation slides here. Find more
historical data here.

Media contact: Alison May, alison.may@doe.kl2.de.us,
302-735-4006.
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